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Feature

Festival celebrates Norman links

A festival aimed

at celebrating the
Norman language
recently took place

in France. Jean
Treleven was among
those who took part...

A MBTRONG mroup from Jersey recently
touk part in the Féte des Roualsons,

Held [rom Friday L to Sunday 15 Juns,
the Notman Januuige festival - which todk
place in the town of Bricquebee on the
\A\ﬂ'ﬂuln matnlond, hetween Carteret and

tied - [has been operating for many
5|u-s aned alermn u'm- ru tween  Jersey,
Guernsey anxd Norn

The Covid p.nnﬂcrnu ﬂl«ru;ml the an
nual oyele and for miny of us this was sur
firs enperience of the fete, there having
bean o gup of sevoral Yonrs.

It was extra special to ones again expe-
rienee the tastes and sounds of our shared
Nernan culture. throwgh stavytelling, po-
thry, musie, donelng and, of course, food
and cide avare oppartunity to expe-
rlenee the renge and richness of the varie
ties of Norman language lrom the islands
in the west to the Pays de Caux region in
U2 past.

This year's fiefe was well organised by
Nicolas Abraham and the rest of the team
fromn La FALE (the Federation of Norman
Language Associations), so our Norman
languages featuived stran the Ik of
stories. poams and songs.

Om the Tirst evening, stories were shared
.l\ Norman and Torrlais amounl the st

et ic grotnds of the town's ehatean.
Chattin Lo trots wondarfully dramat
ke secount of the legend of La Hougue Bis
was orjoyed and understood by all

Several of us shared favourite poems
und mombers of the Socitti Languags
Section performed poetry and sonps as
a group. Loeal dance groop Les Chabo
leurs entertained with & selection of their
Nerman danees accompanied by our mo
sleinns. much enjovald by the leals, prob-
abily for thelr nfermality and o eanteast
bt bovp, traclitionally costumsd, very
impressive Norman foikdance groap, Le
Bt Cupd 0'Brlx whe Inspired us all. We
ave thrilled that they are hoping to come
bo Jeresey next vear.

The music was exceptional, inchuding
A group of three “hucdy gurd anid

other more cotventional bands with won-
derful singers. A highlight was certaln
Ly the grovp Lilwa, performing a coneert

® Charlie Le Maistre storytellin
Pkt KAEN RO FAE T ]

uThe lmy singing graup in full voice

mEen Spink (left) and Chatlie Le Maistre performing ron

of Channel Island songs on the Suturday
evening and leading a walk around Bric-
quebes oh Sunday morning, l\'IH\ .i guide
pointing out the historical features of the
town Tram the medievil period [ﬂ |h¢ Hed
onl Weald War, shaving similar experisac-
4t ours n the Channel Isan,
Tt huad bieen hoped to Locluds a south duy
a1 the Friday T with transport and avail

s BAKD IERN

ability diffieultles, this was not pessible, A
student group from Bricquebee took part
o Satnrday but we are hoplng that a1 next
year's event in Jersey, il will e easier for
sur young Herials speakets o perform
and hopelully encourage others to join
Trom Guernsey and mainland Novmandy.
Bricguebee hs Viking ocigins, setfled
in the i0th eentury, tat the venue for the

firte was & 13th ury chiteuu. The Nor-
mian Dukes mig ve designed i as a for-
tfication - for keepdng peogle ot - but its
town centre location could not have beena
lrmrpn ropriate site for welcoming s atl
with its hotel, & lavge open avea b petfor-
manees and craft stalls, as well s o free
ar park just outside the walls

\\1 errtalnly enjoved the weekend and




